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One of the best ways to learn science is by doing it.
Obertlin’s biology program has three objectives: to teach
students essential concepts and methods of the
biological sciences; to engage students by increasing their
abilities to apply and evaluate scientific methods; and to
demonstrate how biology interacts with other sciences
and to the problems associated with social, cultural and

intellectual issues.

Our program combines traditional lecture-based
instruction with hands-on learning and field excursions,
giving students a well-rounded and rigorous academic

experience.

Whether you are a declared major or a science
enthusiast, our flexible program meets the requirements
of the biology major and has courses for those with a
keen interest in the subject. Our program prepares
students in the principles, concepts, and methods of
modern biology and develops analytical skills necessary
for advanced study in a broad range of scientific and

non-science disciplines.
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Research is integral to the biology major. Apart from
classroom instruction, students can actively participate in
collaboration in research with faculty in the Obetlin
College Science Center. This comprehensive state-of-
the-art building, opened in 2002, has classroom and
instructional research facilities for up to 45 student
researchers in biology, 30 in chemistry, and 15 in
neuroscience. The space is ideal for our faculty, whose
research interests range from disease ecology systems
modeling and genetics to embryology and cancer

immunology, among others.

Biology students collaborate with faculty on systems and
organisms research that investigates bacteria, wasps,
crayfish, nematodes, opossums, aquatic plants, and

more.

Off-campus opportunities are available for summer
study at marine and inland field stations. Students can
vie for assistant positions in university research labs,
hospitals, companies, or with the National Institutes of
Health. Those who plan graduate studies should consult
with an adviser for appropriate course selection in
preparation for study in such diverse fields as forensic
biology, forestry, virology, conservation biology,
pharmaceutical law, textbook illustration, or animal
behavior. Graduates of our biology program venture
directly into the applied fields of medicine or other
health professions, as well as such related fields as

conservation, agriculture, and environmental science.

COURSE SAMPLING

=  BIOL 102- Genetics, Evolution, and Ecology
=  BIOL 215- Ornithology

= BIOL 304- Mechanisms of Plant Adaptation
= BIOL 315- Behavioral Ecology

= BIOL 329- Virology

ABOUT THE FACULTY

Roger Laushman

Associate Professor/Chair of Biology

(440) 775-8517 / Roger.Laushman@obetlin.edu
Interests: Plant population genetics and plant ecology

Taylor Allen

Associate Professor of Biology

(440) 775-8324 / Taylor. Allen@obetlin.edu
Interests: Physiology with a focus on contraction of
muscle and its regulation




Jane Bennett

Lecturer/Lab Instructor

(440) 775-8325 / Jane.Bennett@obetlin.edu
Interests: Introductory biology

Mark Braford Jr.

Professor of Biology and Neuroscience

(440) 775-8031 / Mark.Braford@obetlin.edu
Interests: Organization and evolution of the vertebrate
netvous system

Yolanda Cruz

Robert S. Danforth Professor of Biology

(440) 775-8323 / Yolanda.P.Cruz@obetlin.edu
Interests: marsupial reproduction and development

Katherine Cullen

Visiting Assistant Professor

(440) 775-8315 / Katherine.Cullen@obetlin.edu
Interests: Regulation of gene expression and microbial

diversity

Mary Garvin

D. R. Longman Associate Professor

(440) 775-6402 / Mary.Garvin@obetlin.edu

Interests: Ecology of arthropod-borne diseases, vector
ecology, effect of parasites on avian demography

Marta Laskowski

Associate Professor

(440) 775-6596 / Marta.Laskowski@obetlin.edu
Interests: Plant growth and development

Catherine McCormick

Professor of Biology and Neuroscience

Chair of Neuroscience

(440) 775-8322 / Catherine.McCormick@obetlin.edu
Interests: Animal behavior, vertebrate biology,
neuroanatomy

Michael (Mike) Moore

Assistant Professor

(440) 775-6876 / Michael. Moore@obetlin.edu
Interests: Plant systematics

Maureen Peters

Assistant Professor

(440) 775-8320 / Maureen.Peters@obetlin.edu
Interests: The neuroendocrine system

Angela (Angie) Roles

Visiting Assistant Professor of Biology and Mathematics
(440) 775-8319 / Angie.Roles@obetlin.edu

Interests: Population and quantitative genetics;
spontaneous mutation; molecular ecology

Laura Romberg

Assistant Professor of Biology

(440) 775-8321 / laura.romberg@obetlin.edu
Interests: bacterial cell division, the biochemistry of the
cytoskeleton

Robin Salter

Associate Professor

(440) 775-8015 / Robin.Salter@obetlin.edu

Interests: Immunotherapy for cancer; multidrug-resistant
leukemia; apoptosis

Keith Tarvin

Associate Professor

(440) 775-8306 / Keith.Tatvin@obetlin.edu

Interests: Ecological and genetic influences of behavior
and life history evolution; sexual selection and mate
choice; social organization; avian natural history

Janice (Jan) Thornton

Professor

(440) 775-8341 / Jan.Thornton@obetlin.edu
Interests: Effects of hormones on the brain, hormonal
control of reproduction, sex differences and behavior
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