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c. !e office provides feedback on trends, issues, 

without breaching confidentiality.
d. !e Ombudsperson does not act as an advocate 
for either side in dispute, but strives to consider and 
fairly present all sides of a situation.

CC. Hazing Policy
Oberlin College’s Policy on Hazing
!is policy was approved by vote of the General Faculty on 
May 21, 2008.
Oberlin College prohibits hazing of any member of the 
college community by campus organizations, clubs, 
intercollegiate or intramural athletic teams, students, 
employees and volunteers.
!e state of Ohio acknowledges hazing as a crime. !e 
Ohio Revised Code defines hazing as “doing any act or 
coercing another, including the victim, to do any act of 
initiation into any student or other organization that causes 
or creates a substantial risk of causing mental or physical 

hazing as any activity that is expected of someone to join 
or maintain membership in an organization, club, team 
and/or any other group that is affiliated with the college 
that humiliates, degrades, abuses or endangers him or her, 
regardless of intention or willingness to participate.
!e activities in the following list constitute hazing if 
they humiliate, degrade, abuse, or endanger participants, 
regardless of the intention of the activity or the willingness 
of the participants. !e list is not intended to be 
comprehensive:

use of alcohol or other controlled substances; 
nudity or partial nudity; 
physical violence in any form; 
branding, tattooing, piercing or shaving; 
excessive calisthenics or creation of unwarranted 
fatigue not associated with practice or competition; 
consumption of excessive and/or an unusual 
combination of food and/or drink; 
physical and psychological shocks; 
wearing of apparel which is conspicuous; 
engaging in public and/or private stunts and 
activities that put people at risk; 
sleep deprivation;
line-ups or any interrogation for information that is 
not consistent with legitimate testing;
engaging in degrading or humiliating games and 
activities; 

driving to class, cleaning room, laundering clothes;

any other activities which are not consistent with 
state and local law (including legal drinking age), or 
the regulations and policies of the college.

!e college prohibits all individuals from soliciting, aiding, 
or agreeing or attempting to aid another person in planning 

violation of this policy that the hazing victim consented to 

all hazing activities whether conducted on or off the college 
premises.

Security, the Director of Athletics, the Dean of Students, 
or a Class Dean. !e Office of the Dean of Students will 
investigate the complaint in accordance with the student 
disciplinary procedures. !e college provides sanctions for 

DD. Oberlin College Missing Student Policy 

missing students is provided in accord with the federal 
Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008, section 485(j).

1. Each Oberlin College student, 18 years of age or 
older, has the option to identify an individual to be 
contacted by the office of the Dean of Students not 
later than 24 hours after the time circumstances 
indicate that the student may be determined 
missing.  For each student who is under age 18 

notify the custodial parent not later than 24 hours 
after the time that the student, may be determined 
missing.

2. A confidential contact is a person designated by 
the student in addition to the emergency contact 
listed with the Office of the Registrar. !e contact 
information will be registered confidentially, 
and this information will be accessible only to 

except to law enforcement personnel in furtherance 
of a missing person investigation.      

3. Each student, 18 years of age or older, may register a 
person whom he or she designates as a confidential 
contact during the first two weeks of each semester 
by completing and filing a form in the Office of 

between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. !e student 
wishing to register a confidential contact is solely 
responsible for the accuracy of the information, 
as well as any update of information regarding 
the confidential contact. Update of information 
provided may be filed with the Office of the Dean 
of Students during business hours at any time 
during the semester.82
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4. At the end of the fourth week of each semester, a 
new list is finalized and distributed to appropriate 
officials at the college for the purpose of reporting a 
missing person. 

designated, or the confidential contact cannot 
be reached at the number provided by a student, 
the emergency contact provided the Office of the 
Registrar will be used. !e emergency contact may 
be notified in addition to any confidential contact 
provided. 

6. Oberlin College will notify the Oberlin Police 
Department or other appropriate law enforcement 
agencies not later than 24 hours after the time a 
student is determined to be missing. A student is 
determined to be missing when a report comes 
to the attention of the college and the college 
determines the report to be credible. College 
officials receiving a missing persons report relating 

Safety and Security immediately to investigate 
and make a determination that a student who is 
the subject of a missing report has been missing 
for more than 24 hours and has not returned to 
campus. Safety and Security will notify the Oberlin 
Police Department of the circumstances presented 
with the report of a missing student as soon as it is 
established that avenues to contact the student have 
been exhausted (even when less than 24 hours of 
time has elapsed), or immediately if circumstances 
of criminality or safety are determined to be 
involved. !e Dean of Students office, through the 
Dean on Call system, will initiate the notification 
to the confidential contact, as provided above, and 
to the emergency contact person provided to the 
college upon enrollment for investigative and/or 
notification purposes. 

EE. Oberlin College Temporary Art Installation 
Policy

Operations, Residential Education, and Safety and 
Security, this policy has been established to provide general 

purpose of temporary art installations. Temporary art.
installations include, but are not limited to sculptures, 3-D 
art, murals, gallery displays, live performances, and may 
not permanently alter the existing space in any way. Each 

be looked at individually to determine its appropriateness.

the full policy description can be obtained in Facilities 
Operations, Residential Education, and in the Student 

least two weeks prior to the proposed installation. Proposed 

denied. 
Note: Oberlin College’s insurance underwriters do not 
allow the college to sponsor any activity like or related to 

can be controlled through a properly implemented fire 

not fixed sources of ignition and present an extreme risk of 
fire and personal injury.

FF. Oberlin College Policy on Trampolines and 
Hammocks
!e use of trampolines is strictly prohibited on college 

Hammocks are permitted for use on college property only 
after receiving written approval from the Office of Facilities 
Operations. Students interested in obtaining approval 
should contact the Director of Facilities Operations by 
e-mail. !e e-mail should include the student’s name, place 
of residence, contact information, style of hammock, and 
location where hammock will be placed. Hammocks will 
not be permitted in locations that will interfere with egress 
from buildings, impede grounds maintenance, and/or harm 
property. !e Director of Facilities Operation or his/her 
designee shall have the sole discretion to determine whether 

hammocks in a safe manner per the manufacturer’s 
specifications and any conditions imposed by the Director 
of Facilities Operations. Any hammock displaying signs 
of undue wear and tear shall be removed from service by 
the student. Oberlin College reserves the right to remove 
hammocks from service for any violation of this policy or 
any other applicable college policy, rule, or procedure.
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